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FROM LONG ISLAND
TO A BRONX TALE … IN A FERRARI?

It seemed only fair. After all, my sister didn’t
hesitate to turn my personal crisis into a book.
So, when Theatre News decided to profile
Mandy Williams (aka Black), one of the
associate producers of the Dallas production of
A Bronx Tale, I was more than happy to have
an opportunity for “payback.”
After my initial glee subsided, I was left with a
problem. Where did I begin? I tried several
approaches, including pretending I was a
People magazine writer, but that didn’t work. I
even considered changing my mind. Finally, I
decided to do what I always do when I’m in a
quandary, I talked to my sister. My highly
pragmatic, non-emotional, sister that, while
frustrating me at times, always leaves me
shaking my head with her unique perspective
and mindset on just about everything …
 I don’t know where to start with this profile.
Any clever ideas?
 Use the paragraph from our book jacket. I
am not even sure why people would be
interested in reading about me, although you
keep telling me that my life is like something
out of a Judith Krantz novel, whatever that
means.
 It means that “big” things happen to you.
You didn’t just go to college. You left home at
16 and had your M.B.A. when you were 21.
You didn’t just get a job. You became one of
the first women executives in the oil and gas
industry in Houston, and retired by the time
you were 40. You didn’t just have a midlife
crisis. You started racing Porsches, and then
Ferraris. And used racing to raise over $1
million for The Make-A-Wish Foundation.
 For me, things did not start getting
interesting until I turned your “crisis” into a
book - a brand - a business.
 Trust me, to us “mere mortals” it’s all
interesting.
Fine, then you decide what to write.
Continue

FROM LONG ISLAND

TO A BRONX TALE … IN A FERRARI? Cont.
Great. As usual, she was forcing me to think,
rather than giving me “the answer.” She did that
when my husband got fired. She pulled my ostrich
head out of the sand, making me take control of my
life, rather than letting my life control me. At the
same time, she recognized I wasn’t alone in my
situation.
And she saw a business opportunity
where most of us would only see a problem, a
crisis, an insurmountable challenge.

 As usual, you’re being very literal. I’m talking
about the importance you both place on loyalty.
How you both understand what your personal
values and priorities are and how they affect difficult
decisions. For example, when you printed our book
in the U.S.A., although it cost twice as much as
printing in China. Plus, you both have very strong
personalities and an unwavering focus on the
business at hand.

She’s also never afraid to explore new avenues
and unexpected opportunities. Which probably
explains how our book, which was intended to be
the basis of a sitcom, ended up a personal finance
textbook used in schools and now a men’s prison!
And, how we became recurring guests on The
Drew Pearson Show, talking about football and
finance.

 Red, I think your theater degree is showing - it
sounds like you are writing a character analysis.

As a stay-at-home mom, I don’t feel qualified to talk
about Black’s business accomplishments. But
what I find fascinating is how she never loses sight
of her values and priorities and how they drive
every decision she makes - financial and personal.
Until we published our book, no one knew how
much she does for the Make-A-Wish Foundation,
preferring to focus on what the Wish kids have
done for her. Ask her about it, and she’ll talk about
the kids and their stories, how it reminds her how
lucky she is, and how it’s her “reality check” as to
what’s most important in life. You’ll see a part of
Black that most people would be surprised at. In
fact, I can’t help but wonder if that’s what Drew
Pearson saw when he first met Black, which was at
his Wish-A-Thon event this past January.
 I’m working on your profile, and I’ve decided
that you and Sonny from A Bronx Tale actually
have a lot in common.
 I know you love movies, but I think that is a bit of
a stretch. The only similarity I see between Sonny
and me is that we are both New Yorkers, since you
and I grew up on Long Island, not far from the
Bronx. However, you and Lorenzo have a lot in
common since you both have a deep love for your
children and only want what is best for them.

 Maybe, but let’s face it, you and Sonny show
one “face” to the world, only allowing a few people
to see who you really are.
 Lots of people are not what they seem. Some
are better. Some are worse.
Well, obviously that was going nowhere. I was
going to point out that Sonny is a gangster, meaning
everyone makes assumptions about him based on
stereotypes. It also means Sonny understands his
profession dictates the image he portrays to people.
Yet both Black and Sonny often go against their
“image” when making decisions. For example, if
you were to meet my sister, you would see that
she’s
a
very
astute,
highly
intelligent
businesswoman. So imagine the surprise expressed
by a textbook salesman when she told him that we
discount our books to schools. When he told her
that no one does that, she gave him what I call “The
Look” (one that Sonny would definitely approve of)
and told him point-blank that she did and then
dismissed him with a wave of her well-manicured
hand.
 Let me try this another way. If Paul Salfen was to
interview you, so you had to give real answers, and
he asked, “What about A Bronx Tale resonates with
you?” - how would you reply?
 I love the movie and am anxious to see how
Chazz Palminteri does it as a one-man show. But
what most impresses me is how he would not sell
the rights to his story unless he could write the
screenplay and ..

..was guaranteed the role of Sonny.
I believe he even turned down a one
million-dollar offer because his
terms were not met. Some might
see that as being a “control freak” or
being greedy. I see it as wanting to
maintain the integrity of his work. Of
who he is. It is about values and
priorities.
 Thank you.
answer.

Finally, a straight

 Finally, a reasonable question.
And that basically sums up my
sister, Mandy Williams, aka Black.
Someone that does things that you
never
would
expect,
facing
challenges most of us would back
away from, always holding to a core
set of values and priorities without
waiver.
All the while making her
journey in life, at least to me, as
entertaining and full of unexpected
twists and turns as A Bronx Tale.
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